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Meeting Introduction

Scott will be presenting at the next Middle Georgia IEEE meeting Tuesday, June 22, 2010. Here he will present valuable insight regarding how the regulatory environment has changed for bulk electric system in the United States. Topics that will be covered begin with the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) and its role in creating the Electric Reliability Organization (ERO) known as NERC (North American Electric Reliability Corporation). The main focus will be on NERC’s role in electric reliability. In closing, he will bring to light how electric utilities must comply with mandatory Reliability Standards and requirements and how the auditing body called SERC (SouthEastern Reliability Corporation) monitors and enforces the reliability standards and requirements.

Biographical

Scott Barfield received his undergraduate engineering degree at Southern Polytechnic State University in Power Systems and earned his MBA from Mercer University. He is also a registered Professional Engineer in the state of Georgia. 
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Scott originally made his utility start in 1983 working summers as a cartographer and draftsperson for a private engineering firm in Atlanta. In 1985 he joined the electric membership corporation ranks and over the course of nearly twenty-five years worked for three Georgia Electric Membership Cooperatives (EMCs), a private utility services company and now for Georgia System Operations Corporation, known as GSOC (G-sock), a Generation and Transmission (G&T) services cooperative located in Atlanta, Georgia. GSOC is one part of a trio of companies that support electric cooperatives by providing bulk electric operations services. Services include metering, high voltage switching, balancing generation to load and a whole host of other services like frame relay communications. The two sister companies; Oglethorpe Power Corporation provide generation and Georgia Transmission Corporation provide transmission construction. Most Georgia EMCs are member owners of all three companies.
On a local note, Scott has served his community and professional peers in many ways. He is a former Board Member at Large for the middle Georgia Chapter of the Institute of Electronics and Electrical Engineers (IEEE), was a technical volunteer for American Family Radio in Macon, and an Advisory Board Member for Future Business Leaders of America (FBLA) of Warner Robins High School.

